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SOVIET INTERESTS IN ANTARCTICA

T. The sq. -mi, Antarctic continent, permanently ice-coverad,

b\,*rm and hostile, has been an a.rea of 1imited mte-aat to the world 9 (aslo s
eSseumnsl/,
powars since its discovery 1n ‘772. Exzentiors to this general lack of
interest i{nclude oxplor‘ers, some scientists (particularly geologists,
. 4

2ecphysicists, meteorologists and oceanographers), and the maritime
nations ( notably L ' )
wh:se whaling fleets have cruised the forbidding Antarctic coast

regularly since ( 1n 1955, factory ships and catcher-,
: ok y s e w@gfg g:ﬁ;)
flring the flage of __ nations, "harvested wfwhale in

Antarctic waters). ,

A, Dther exceptions to this lack of interest, whose motivations range
25X1A9a | from national pride, through geopraphic propinguity, to hard-handed
geopoiitics, includey. & GOERN MENTS OF 2

1. Argantina and Chile - = (ineert motivation)

2, Australia and New Zealand - - (insert motivatio:r)
and F‘rq.nce
3, The UK'- ~ (insert motivation)

and;
L. T™e US and the USSR,
B, Sovietl activity in the Antarctl: dates from , and has included

the following:

1. Histortcally, Russia'n interest in the area stems from the 2

on BarLincspavsen- [1814-21) az NDE, RE TN v
exploratory voyages ?nerioc} whi-sh pnt
[ L

Rusaian placeenames on the Antarctlec map.

2. ABREQUed m&&emfm1%%£@memmaomeem4m

wiiarctica did not begin until last winter (the Antarctic "swmmer"),
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val of the m“‘n’er:e-!w-;

-

This Scnet Antarciic push begas with the argl
oy "o
Te. Safore Lhs last OA thirae such

ﬁovl el vassels &epai'tod

on 12 Ma.rch 2236, the U3SRH had deliveresd

to the froze.n zontinent 355 scientifle and support persmnel LG vehicolas

4

six aireralt (ranping from 1o | ),a.:x;i aver 3,000 toas

———————— - —-——

of proviswna, housing equipment and *uel.

A. Two permanent QJases were esta.blisned, at Mﬂ "”fﬂ?li ;ﬁ/

) 100

AETBR ONE oF 35“141:44 USEN S sh"Pf, ARD THE OIRER —— TUILES IAIaAND , A A MG
L i ™ ~pecple-zamri-a-

Pioner. SilAyA ).

: 1 barracks, ____ laboratordes and ___ scientific 8,

T —————————

W
1. "hen the last of the Soviet ships lert MiRNYY | 52 co.1.t

sclentists, technicians and aldes remained behind, to "winier
over" until the arrival of the next supply expedition""( c{ue in
o, 195, |
B. A deseription of these pexfma;nent bases gives some meas};ré zof the
USSR's wholehearted support of this Antarctic effort. o
l. Wimyy (M- « the main base - - is losated at __

(see map), It can accomodate 100, ‘!'here are barracks,

three labomtoriu, five scientific 8. er the

Sh———etn

" i JUSSR's six Antarctic aireraft are located there; as are

of the 40 vehicles. Its winter complement nwnbers » The

‘ work to be done at Mimyy inc}ndes

2, Vostok (translation) « = to be the South ueanagnetic Station
du*ing "he 1°5'7—1958 International qophy cal Yaar {IGY) - -

is locatad at . It can accomodate ___ . There are

hppmmwOwu CIA- na&?éﬁommmm‘aoom
vehicles and ___ of its pla.nes are lossted there.
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2, Plonerskaya ("Pioneer") an interior bass, is located PURETI

\aae-un-m.nma(, ab an altitude of 9,000 rt. {(map),.

It was established by a combination of alr-lift sledge-train

and can accamodate o Its buildings include
and its'wintor, complement numbers ..

It boasts a ft. airstrip, With the establishment of
Pionerskaya, the USSR is able to claim the ﬁratv mtoripr
mciontific station in the history of t.hs Antarcthe,
I13. Prcm/ﬂ:l:; arrival #n Jamary 1956 t0 the present, the Soviet
Antarctic expedition has accomplished the following work:

A. Alr mapping:

B. Marine chart.ing:

+

C. Ground reconnalssance and mappings

D, Geophysics (including , , and )i

B, Oceanography:

k)

F. Meteorology:
ﬂ In cemirie s woks m ' THE J%w:rr LAREVITION 1HAD TS SANGE of ¥ E i 5 ¢

4, £.€.0, a8, (41 Froamd,

' . the Sovist expedition lews ~L miles, covered
waﬂf By IHE Senson s ERPy
miles on .the ground, cruised miles of seaccast and

S————

put Russian names to"__,____ Antarctic terrain features <{ee—wae—made

winw, | GAe.

. Forrvatey Dortiape V P
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W the Soviet scientists also held four
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ceremonial flag-raisings, and depositid dup;l.;caté ncord_a in
flag-maried cairms at two other points (map).

B As a footnote to this, . , Chairman of the Soviet
Academy of Sciox;xce'a Touncil on Antarctic Research", in March 1956,
made 1t a point to emphasize: . | |
1. Initﬁl Russian discovery of Mtérctica;

2. A.ntarctica'i mm. "in a strategic aspect”;
3. Soviet ”rejoction“ of the so-called "Sector" principle
of various natibml'chdns to Antarctic territory; and

Lo Soviet insistence on a voice in any international divi'sicri
the

| of/Antarctic, sty *
@Z« 3 ;.'t,{ is noteworthy that all the Soviet activity heru detailed has
taken place m tho officlal starg of the Intomationnl ‘
Geophysical Year (1957-58). During the ICY, the USSR plans.even !
more ambitious umiort;kings. 7
and perhaps seven 2 ‘
A, Six/pemanmt stations will be established (v. 3 in 1956);
B. Fifty or sixty "mobile" stations will be set wp (ve & in 1956);
€. On-the-ground rpcomtissmée is en;isioned, from eéast to Pole,
along & 1,000-mile stretch of coastline (from 70 to 105E; see map).

M\f’(imert D.)
B, Finally, some Soviet scientific detachments will remain in

{/ R Antarctica ﬂra Aftor the close of ‘the Geoylvsical !ur.( deUz' — )
\1 ' .
\ | D, The scientific program (Which, even in 1956, anbraced a rumber
. ~ of studies outsidi the scope of the TOY progra) euvisions
=~ rasearch in : s ’ ﬁ
and .2 ectivities which no other IGY participam:.‘

in Antarctica will ~purmi.
Tn viOPRSPVENEORRAIY A5G AT O &&ﬂ'bﬁwwweeeoagamm

the question ¢f motivation arises.
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mt‘w oo merv.d.“w‘n W ag o

\ a $¢ml USE OF SouEr” me-
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pathtonanes of the

: Northerm Sea Noute during thom anmualii . %o seaLTL

ond meticanion corbines esonomic and gaapelitical considarats.

Ji‘? fJIJowc. al present, ;ies,ute a number of nationa.l cla:l.ms to !

§ }ﬁ? Rntarct.ic tﬂr'ritsxy (whﬂ.ch *Lhe USSKE oppoaw”in princq ﬂ‘, no. na;,,.u

acf,.-—ul_..y has any idea qf nha't 'i.tv might g.-os‘ﬁc@sx = .= in the way c-f v n:-»s“

»}ui nine"ak of economilt value - - 17 iis "sezlor’-claum was bonorac.
1o The USSK': heaw, emphasis on geologis smweyignf, by its BT eppeiitl

m‘ea‘ns that the Soxfis'ts have a gocd chance rﬁ knowing what, 1l & gnbi g,

A
50 seconomic va‘lae underhes the ice-wover in the Ar aﬂ?:a

‘v(

33 &ct: ity

s

S Trus,iany vlaims the USSR may mai.e in an eventual partition of

Antaretics among .,he powers, ara '“Lkely to be based on kx;owledgn

by .a.the,t; than spe-m]ation.

ther fringe benef !t te¢ which the I'BSR will derive from its

exg edild, fent know-how on cold weather sperations, teating of high-1la ti 1.
3

:, xiay_,ng and naviga‘tion techni wes; and the like, All of these will

RIN \h/ te USORY . st wsias .;'i!,":c;, toser of Lns oow 1
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to Wesbern scientists.
Applioability of such refined data to the problem of long-range' :

Buided missile operations wouldn,_wdf ,7‘co§31;fse, givg the USSR a::

substantial advantage in this field of warfare,
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